MARLBOROUGH
be with you. I swear to you the first night in which I was
blessed in having you in my arms was not more earnestly wished
for by me than now I do to be again with you, for if ever man
loved woman truly well, I now do you, for I swear to you were
we not married I would beg you on my knees to be my wife,
which I could not do did I not esteem you as well as I love you.
If you please my service to your sister.
His earnest wish was to return from Scotland to England
to see his wife and baby.
EDINBURGH
Jan. 29, 1680
* [I have received] yours of the 22nd. and also this to-day
of the 24th. both doubting that I will leave this place the
beginning of next month as I promised you, but before now I do
not doubt but that you are satisfied I shall, for in my last I wrote
to you to write no more. . . . London and Edinburgh are [not
the ?] same, for you [one] may find pleasure in being abroad at
London, but it is not the same here, so that I will never send you
that excuse for my not writing. About an hour after 1 had
written to you last post night, I was taken ill of my old fits, and
last night I had another of them so that for this two days I have
had very violent hcadachings as ever I had in my Jife ; I have
this day taken physic so that I think 1 am better but . . .
[torn] which makes me melancholy, for I love you so well
that I cannot think with patience of dying, for then we must
part for ever, which is a dreadful thing to me that loves you
above all expression. The doctor is come in and will let me
write no more, for he says it is the worst thing I can do. So,
my All, farewell.
John's hopes of coming south were not ill-founded., for on
the very day this last letter was written Charles sent a welcome
command to his brother to return, James lost no time in
taking leave of his Scottish Government, and at the end of
February transported himself and his household in the royal
yachts from Leith to Deptford.
Churchill on the eve of the voyage begged his wife to
pray for fair winds, so that we may not stay here, nor be long at
sea, for should we be long at sea, and very sick, I am afraid it
would do me great hurt, for really I am not well, for in my whole
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